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The Rarnbler Writes of Corcoran Gallery of Art

teristic of his nature was its quality

g : 2 ] the Rambler esteemp and lwpg-.s‘ t.
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fo b i il e With the Idea of a Public Collection—When Ground Was Broken -, mi s oy, N

third chiapter last Sunda by Bayving R, = . ¥ a girl. She married the son of a fine

mat e hoves wetore comne i for the Gallery—A Letter Describing Gallery Written in 1874, ot hem st s deuth 16 was

Feries to follow Mr. Coreoran inte i written: “The most striking charac
ithat peried of life when he became — ;

a rich man, and to tell somicthing of
the beautiful story of the Louise
liome and to touch on the inception
and distinguished development of the

of being 8o well rounded that he was
successful in the realms of business,
of intellect, of acsthetics, His taste
for literature was pronounced, his in-

Corcoran Gallery of Apt.” Quoting clination toward arg still more so,
Mr. Corcoran's eown story of his Travel had set its stamp of wide tol-
husiness carecr, it was written last erance upon him, His work as (rus-
Hunday that in 1%7 he removed

from Georgetown to Washlngton and
opened a brokerage office In a small
£toreroom on the north =ide of Penn-
s¥lvania nvenue near 15th stryet, The

tee and president of the Coreoran
tiallery of Art has becn a large con-
tributery cause to the art knowledge
of the capital and of the nation.,! The

husband of the lady of whom the
rite of that store and u number of tambler is now thinking is also a
other lotg became 1lhie site of the trustee of the great gallery, and fol-
Corcoran building, which for many lowing is the little story she wrote
Years was perhaps the largest office to the folk back home:

building in the ecity., The #ite of the
building is now oceupied by the Wash-

WASHINGTON, 1) (',
February 6, 1874,

ington Hotel,  Mr., orcoran tells in Dear Journal The ponplv'rsf.rThiH
his memoir, “A Grandfather's Leg- cily have lately received from the
acy,” that his brokerage business in munificent hand of Mr. W. W, Cor-
the little =tord was vminently suc- coran a most delightful gift in the
cessful and that in 1839 he removed shape of an art gallery—a gift whoge
to the Bank of the Metropolis build- value is not merely for the present,
ing, northeast corner of 1ith and F but which will remain with us and
strects, and that in 1540 he took into inervase from year to year. This is
partnership George W, Riggs, cou- only oné of the many public henefac-
tinuing thé husiness under the tirm tions which Mr. Corcoran has boe-
name of Corcoran & Riggs. stowed upon the eity, hut it is per-

In 15845 this firm purchaged the old
I'nited States Bank, ut the north-
weat corner of 1ith =treet and Penn-
svlvania avenue, togelher with all its
Property and Yeffects  unecollected.”
The chnractier of the hasiness of ‘the
ifrm had gradually changel. and while
in 1837 Mr. Corcoran had bheen known
a8, A broker, he =hb6n came to he
Known ne o banker, and in 1%40 the
firm of Corcoran & Riges was a banlk-
ing rather thian a bLrokerage firm,

haps the one which will be the most
thoroughly appreciated and enjoyed
by all. The building which has been
orceted for thig purpose is situated
on the corner of Pennsylvanip avenue
and 17th street, It is of brick and
brown stone combined and is one of
the most heautiful and symmetrical
edifices in the city. There is but one
entrance opening into the main hall,
or vestibule, which contains the grand

marble gtaireage. Doors on either

One narrative goes that about 1547 ¢ide of the stairs open into saloons
the flrm, on its own account, took which are to receive the sculpture,
nearly all the loins made by the vases, casts, ete Passing to the
United States, THE FIRST CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART. loft and through the office of the
X e In the matter of the firm's partici- building had not heen finished at the thus passed nway and the scoumulation of trustees and superintendent, the "m:

In 1848 Georpe W. Riges retired gugtion in government financing, The breaking out of the civil war. 1t was uther eares aud duties warn we ne longer 1107 enters the first saloon, the only

from the firm and was succeeded by
Nis younger Lbrother, Elisha, During
that year the firm had on hand aboeut

$12,000,000 of the 6 per cent United

Star-said:

In 1841, when the government was cmhbay
russod Spancially, itx iweome beivg insufeient
for its peeds, Walter Forwanl, then Becretary

taken over by the government and be-
came, and remained for several years
after the war, the quartermaster gen-
eral’'s office,

to indulge thie pleasing anticipation,

I have, therefore, not doubting yeur general
interest in the subjéer, taken the liberty of ex-
eouting to you, an trustees, a deed, whivh i
herewith deliver, sufficiently defining 1he trusis

one on this loor which contains any-
thing at present. Here the maost
prominent objects are four vases, each
in its way an exquisite specimen of

: 7 Y - art. The first is of majolicaware, or
States bonds of 1848, and the demand of the Treasury, attempled tn negotiate » loan Early in the civil war Mr. Corcoran whieh 1 ask you to acrept, .l' : J sigh
v ing off in the United #broad, but failed. In thiv erisie Messrs. Cor- 2 . falence, and is four feet in height.
for them falling o in e S A e e o went to Europe, proferring, it was In addition to the title to the property iteelt 1t is mounted on a pedestal of Ameri
¢ . e = % ", i E .| ¥ -
States, Mr. Corcoran sailed for Europe AR SIERNy " LRGN apitd said, a residence abroad during his jou will observe that the instrument vests In

to endeavor 1o place the bhonds there.

Becretary or State, offered to (ske & govern-

ment loam of $5,000,600 at 101, This proposi-

later years Lo rema ming in this coun-

¥ou for the purposes of the trust the right to

tan walnut and is covered with de-

; L elve Ao ; ; signs eacocks, foliage and fAow-
After amuch discouragcment he suc- thon was foceptal and the dering ventnre, PV durving the peried of civil strife, ™ eive  the vents, wholly unpaid, for ihe ‘F" s of p 0 ' .ag

o 1 o ith Bar- . : 3 ” S 5 5 . Pperiod during wihleh it has heen veciplsl by €8, hoth delicate and ,gorgeous, The
ceeded in placing $6,000,0 with which aktouded the baskers of the country, His departure was construed by the the gover t ; Ay plght hiich  other vases are very beauliful speecis
ing Bros. & Co.; George Peabod¥. prved successtul, It it bad been oflberwime Very  bitter  and nncompromising ESIHMEL LD W ERTLEIRL LI R 5 WL L0R

Overend, Gurney & Co.; Denison &
Co., Samuel Jones lLloyd and James
Morrison, this being the first sale of
American government securities made
in Burope since 1%37. The success of
the operation gradually advanced the
bonde to 1181:, thus securing a very
handsome profit for the firm of Cor-
coran & Riggs. On April 1, 18564, Mr.
Copcoran withdrew from the firm and
the business was continued under the
name of Riggs & Co.. which name was
changed in 1886, In t(hat yeur the
banking house of Riggs & Co. be-
came the Riggs Natlonul Bank.

The foregoing facts were galhered
from a sketeh of Mr. Corceran pub-

the whole capital of the young firm  would
have been gwept away.,  ‘Phe transaction was
profitable and it ennbled Corearan and Riggs tn
entablish a credit at Wome and ahrond thee
wan pever shaken iu the mont calanitons Umes,
This opervation also laid e foundation of the
Jarge fortime which Mr. Corcormn wegnired wna
which e has admivisiered largely as thengh
it were m {rust placed in his bands for (he
henefit of hix fellow maon.

Upen the eutlresk of the Mexican war, in
1546, Hobert J. Walker, then Secretery of the
Treasury, gave 1o Mr, Csrcornn the goverement
Inams tw uegotiate. My, Uorcorae weni 1) Lan-
don, upen what wos bwlieved by meny to be »
liopeless mission.  Seversl states had repudi-
fted their debls and A rioen s r-:rilh'u were
groerally reparded with Jdenbt gud suspielon in
European flingn jal circied,  Mr, Coregun was

northern element in Washington as an
expreasion of disfavor toward the
Union cause. In many woays Mr. Cor-
coran's attachments were southern.
Nis davghter, Loulse Morrls Corcoran,
wits the wife of (foorie Bustice, at one
time a represontstive in Congress
fron: Vonisians, anl whoss father,
Guorge Buatiz, had held many eivil of -
fices under that state, at length be-
coming <hief jus=tice of the supreme
court of louisiona. f(George Euatis,
&1, disal in New Orleans, Decemnber 22,
I1R68, sged mixty-two. He was the eld-
esi son of Jacob aud FBlizaheth (Gray)
Eustis of Massachusetts, and was
born i nHestan, October 20, 179%6. His

will doubilexs be adfusted with ron i the an-
senen of any special agreement on fair ana
perheps liberal terms,

As kool as the inferior of the bullding shall
have been completed aveording to the original
plans (wlhich will be placed at your disposal),
for which the remts in arrears will more than
suffiee, I shall ask you (o receive an & nuclenn
my own gallery of art, which han been col-
Ircted at w0 inconsiderable pains, and I have
assuraiees from friends in other cities, whoss
tastes and liberality have tuken this direction,
that they will contribnte fne works of art from
their respective collectlons,

I may wdd that it s my Intention to provide
further cadowment of the imstitution in such
maaner and (0 such extent as way be consiat-
ent with other ebjects whieh claim my atten-
tion, and T venture to bope that with your kind

mens of Fremnch painting on porces
lain and the designs are of cupids,
fawns, flowers, ete. In the middle
of this room is a valuable collection
of the bronzes of Bayre, the celebrated
modelg of animals and repti.es at the
Jardin dés Plantes, Paris. None of
these brohzes exceed two and a half
feet in length, while many are only
a few inches high., The variety of
these figures I3 astonishing, Here
are bhears, lions, tigers, crocodiles, a
dying stag beset by hounds, horses,
eagles, doge and, in fact, almost every
formm of animal life is represented
with marvelous skill. In the same
room is the famous Hildeshein col-
lection of Roman antlquities, discov-
ered in Saxony aad reproduced in
France., The domestic utensails are
of perfectly symmetrical form .and
ornamented in the most artistic style,

g -, . 111 f el . rosoperatd lelbh . ¥ F:
liched in jli"" in the F'?Pbl‘t of n warmly welesaed hy Geoirg: Pealply 2wl bl 8o, ‘;l:f)_'l.l{ﬂ. whe I‘h.l.l'!’ll:l] Miss Cor- ..':.;r:m‘.:“u\:‘:::"djmfl;luu‘:i m.'n.‘emm“ kil {;El: :]eg.::;: ﬂ.sl‘tea::l "::.::r]:":ugg a'g:[l;
“Joint lplollc\ committee (o investigatd Rariprs, the great baukivs of London.  Mr, COFalt, Was appointed by  the ecen- = ww,“'id’ ki :Iu:u--h“r:: ,?:LI:'; v:l!! EC16F, Rl £0 . ROCTE B ITAORL .d.émohed |
{he. charities aud reformatory Insti- Corverau's mmsncrs snil inmncial knowledge federncy as secratery of, legation: at 3 : ! 19 ' Among these

tutions jn .the District of Columbia,”
The man who wrote that sketeh for
incorporatien in the report obtained
gome of the facts frem “A Grand-
father's Legacy.” wlich Mr. Corcoran
wrote and dedicated to his grand-
children in 1878, On the day of the
death of Mr. Corcoran, Friday, Feb-
rugry 24, 1888, The Evening Star pob-
lished s bloegraphy of Mr. tsrcoran
contuining muny facts net wiven in
report referred to, and it nlse
colitrained a number of slatements at
varlance with statermnents in the cen-
gressional report. From internal
evidence and fron bits eof informa-
tion which have ee lo the Ranbier
and facte of his ewhn knowiledge, he
helleves tlut The Star's shetch of Mr.
Corcoran Was accurate. Turning Lo
the fle of The Star for 1388, the
Rambler reprotiuces paris of that
hiography of Mr. Cercoran:

gained the romfidence f (brse gemtlemen, amd
thirough thew he wes rmshied fo plaie a loan
of HO.080.000 jn the Londes warkst.  Upow
Bls retovu frem (Wi mudavions wnd  patriotle
misslon, whishi by reassn of Mr, Corcormu’s
tart, skill and persons] inflyeowes resulted se
surcoasfully, be was tendored au oviatinon ana
hailed an the fortress of Awmerican credit. Mr,
Corceran after this made large amd forinusis
invesimenfe in Warlington real entate. At the
Auvlier of JO.800 lois, arquirt by the goveru-
et b ibe divisien of the city dends, Me,
Coreeran was a large jurchaser, He alse
buaght weverni Tarms abowt the city, eme ol
wiileh, knewn as Trinlded, naw 4 very valnable
travt, e gave & frw years age tn Colnmblan
eoige Wuslington) Vaivemsity., Anotler,
Harvewesd, was sold a few rears age for $209,-
800, the wmoney belaxy turmed over tw the tor-
euram Art Gallery,

$ W % 2

Harvewog4l, which had been e White
farm and later the BHrackenridge farm,
i* now the seuthern part of the Su!-
stiwin Heme groundy. For a number of

the san time John Slidell was appoint~
ed minister 1o France, After the close
of the war My, Fustis continued his
residencs fn France, and died at his
villa ut Cannen, Maveh 15, 1872, There
are certain thoughts along these lines
which the Rambler will develop at an-
ether xitting,

* F % X

1L was in 156%, ten years after the
beginning of the huilding at 17th and
the Avenue, that the Corcoran Gallery
of Art wawm created. On May 156, 1869,
the following pentlemen met by in-
vitation ef Mr. ¢'orcoran in his lHbrary
i the H street house: J. M, Carlisle,
Pr. Jamea €, Hall, George 'W. Riggn,
Antheny Hyde, Jaines ¢, Berret.
James C. Kennedy, Henry D. Cooke
and James °. MeGulre of Washingteon
and W. T. Walters of Haltimore. The
meetling took piace at b o'clock in the
afternoon. Mr. Cercoran handed to
My, Carliste a jetter and Mr, Carlisle

visitors of ilie National Metropolis, but ‘hive
gecomnlished ' something useful fn e develop.
nent of American geniue.

I mun gentlemen, with great rexpect apd re-
Enrd,

Your Qbedient Servant,
W. W. CORCURAN.

After the reading of Mr. Corcoran's
letter Mr. Carlisle handed to Mr. ¢'or-
corgn Lthe letter, which follewns:

WARHINGTON, D. C.. May 10, 1899,
To Wm, W, Corvoran, Esq.

Dear fir: We have accepted (he trusts com-
fided to ns Ly your deed of this date in the
formal meiner Isdicated by the deed itaelf.

But we desive individually aud coliectively te
add the expression of sar personal appreciation
of tbe privilege of endeavoriug eliciently to
administer such an lastitution prejected spon-
taucously by your lHberal mind and mcurely
foinded by your munifcence,

Walle we cannet doubt that, at leaat in the
time of sur successers, all your Anticipatiom
will be reslized, we sincerely hope that you
miay yourself live te enjoy the high and pure
grutification of wituessing the complete snve-

from the main aurta;:"e.._
trephies Is a huge German drinking
flagon of the eleventh century, which
was disentombed with the other rel-
ica. A life-sizo bust of Commodore
Mo=ris commpletes the collection in this
room,

‘A ue great hall of sculpture, which Is
empty at present, is also situated on
the ground floor. It is ene hundred
feet In length and is admirably adapi:
ed to the dlsplay of sculpture an
Btatwary, with which It will in time
be Biled. The coples of the well re-
nowned Elgin marbles, whieh are in-
tended to adorn this noble apartment,
have recently arrived in New York,
from whence they will be shipped di-
rectly to Washingtlon, and we may
hope to behold, ere long, these exact
reproductions eof the wonderful bas-
rellevos with which Phideas and his
pupils adorned the pediment of the
Parthenon. Returning now to the
front door, by which we entered, we
observe on each side of the stalr-
way a bust mounted on a pillar ef
Scotch granite. That on the left, of
colossul size, is u marble Napoleen
by Canova, copled from hla celebrated
tatue In the Brera Gallery at Milan,
where the King of Italy is represented

e

Mr. Corcoran's esoetient gualificatiosw for Yearx Mr. Corcoran used it as his sam- cern of your generous intentions. as Mercury, holding a scepler In his :
himiness utteacted the motice of tien. Jehn jher home, und his cottuge is still stang- “211ed on My, Hyde (o read it. This  With great respect and warm regard, :::ll?d- 'Ollt ﬂ: u“;l i e !
Massn, president of the Bank of Georpetews, jng.  The luat (ime he Rambler was [CU€r sheuld he of interest to all We remata very troly yours. of "t'i'u".'?.':u."cinf,:fl'“iﬁ'ifﬁ?&‘ .trl‘lg
sud after the failure (ofrrmed to ithe @Y7 o0 (hat way the cottage was the hame ' A8hiDEtoniuns, and  to  persons The letter wan signed by ail these "Venua Vietrix,” one of the chlef
goods Srw of W. W. Cercwrmn & +w., 0 everywhere whe sre interested in art.

Goegrgetown, o M), 4en. Maeon gave e 8
place in Lis bask aw 8 chik. Afwer fhiee yenrs
there Mr. Cercoms chtersd fle servier of the
vramch tmnk «f the United Blutes, (hen hoouted
oppesite the “Cremmiry.  His lenirvews  thers
Uroaght hidm i contact witlh many oficlals of
the gevernment aed ether prominent o, and
he gaissd thelr respect amd conthdraice, When
the Bank of Geomgprieown suapeoded Mr. Cor
curda was comiilsdoned by the gevernaent to
4lispune of the real evtate held by (e bank,
abd which, an fhe creditor of the umk, tie
I'nited Bates was obliges te ke lu mmtinfac-
tion of ite vlalme, AMr, Cervemn suleequently
openrd & modent Lrobevagr asd Bahlking estab-
tshastat and o IB2T fprmed the Banbing houss
of Ooveras & Riggn, his parteer, Gesrge W,
Riggs. deing o s of Lilska Nigge, the part-
pes of Gomuge Desbidy. Mr. Cercersa's bual-
pewn methots and bis e aussers ssd agpear-

of the lief dairyman of the Soldiers
Howwe unet his family,

Th: Rambler does not kuew in what
vear Nr. Ceorcoran serious’y furvied his
aAttention te the collection of paintings
avl siataary amnd the encoursgement of
art and artists.  He probably began’
buying goeod pictures in the "¢#s. When
he Lhad gathercd logether a censider-
bl wumber of pauintings in the heuse
on H streel, he often tated over with
his close friends lvis purpose to give
theni te a public gallery of url, and
ler he evelved the plan of founding
n gpallery for the publle poed. Thin
iea had taken ferm before 1839, for
in that yeur he began the eonsiruction
at the mnertheart cerner of Pennsyl-

it fotlowa:
WARHINGTON, May 149, 1869,
enilemen:

It is kmown (@ you (et the*bullding at the
vorthesst cormer of Penosylvauls avewuve and
17(h atreet norlhwest was designed by me for
the escouragement #f (he fioc arte, aa in indi-
vated Ly the dedication upon itn front.

The work was begun in (e year 1858 anil
wan proseciied with the bhearlivess naturally
incidernt to sueh am undertaking umtil it wan
futerropied by the hreaking out of the late
«ivil war, whey (ke pabie exigenwis led to the

immediate eccngation of the buliding for mMi-

tary pavpesen, and 4 these usen | o been de-
soled ever since, welil, being mo loager Te-
wiired by the War Department, L is aboul to
be resiored (o mYy pessessien,

It wan wy clerished purgese to have placed
the propoved eatoblishaent, cempiete la all

mentioned us being presemt in. Mr.
Corcoran’s library.

£ % % %

Tihe deed (o the trustees was re-
corded May 18, 1369, and may be
found in Liber D, Neo. 8, folio 294 et
8¢(f., of Lhe land recerds of Washing-
ton.. An set of Congress incerporat-
ing the trustees of the Corcoran Gal-
lery of Art “and for ether purpeses,”
was. approved May 24, 1370, The
Rambler has before him what hie he-
lieves te be the first catalogue of the
gallery, and thus showing the paint-
ings and statuary which constituted
the eriginal Corceran collection, hut
of this, at anether time. .

Liying at the hand of the Rambler in

Venunes of the world, for which the
heautiful Pauline Bonaparte did not
object to be modeled, “beeause,’ as
she remarked to an astonlshed friend,
“the reem was delightfully warm.”
The bust opposite Napoleon 1 Is eof
Alexander von Humbeoldt and was
modeled for Mr. Corcoran by Rauch,
the greatest of German sculptors.
Humbeldt, while Prusaian minister at
Rome, was a patron of Rauch, who
was at that time studylng hila art in
the Eternal city, and who afterward
became an intimate friemd of the
great baron. The face in kindly, pleas-
ing and thoughtful. Every line ia per-
tecllytall.l‘l.u“léd. -Mh q. 'with uuleu excep-
tion @ ree ¥e.” ja the,

piece of sculpture (n the am&w
Before us now s the grand staircase
leading to the great gallery of paint-
ings, which contains much more of In-,
terest than (he reom we have already
visited. Am we hinve already conswmed
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agiw won the confidence of kb Rigge, whe V21IA Uvenue and ITth sreel of (he o ,opjiutmenta, & succesatul epermtios be. & CIIDPIng from the Jamestewn, N. Y., the wmm“ﬂ wmmrmﬂtn‘ '
contributed copitel te the nem bunking com- OUPAte ved briek building, which be- #ivesting mymeif «f (ke (itle by amy Journal, It was written, and well deseription of 'tba paintings unlil' !
cerl . came the Corcoran Gallery of At The (ermal lmsirument, but the years whick have wrilton, by & ludy whowee friendship seme futurs occasien N s .
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